
Step by Step Guide to Working with AgrAbility
PA and PA Office of Vocational Rehabilitation

AgrAbility PA - Assists farmers and other
agricultural workers with disabilities or long-term
health conditions by linking them to the resources
and providing support they need to live
independently and to continue working in or return
to production agriculture. Support includes on-site
farm assessments, identification of assistive
technology, information, education, referrals, and
support navigating service providers. AgrAbility
does not provide financial assistance but can assist
you in navigating third party funding options.

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) - Provides vocational rehabilitation
services to help persons with disabilities prepare for, obtain, or maintain
employment. Services include counseling, training, assistive technology
implementation and support services. For eligible individuals OVR can provide
financial assistance towards assistive technology, training, or diagnostic services. 

Together AgrAbility and OVR strive to support farmers with disabilities as they
return to or continue in farming as their occupation. 

For the full guide, visit AgrAbilityPA.org

Tips for Success:
Learn about both organizations and the different roles they play.
Communicate frequently with the AgrAbility case coordinator.
Communicate frequently with your OVR counselor. 
Keep a file of information that includes contact information, paperwork, list of
questions you may have, meeting dates, and important documents. 
Provide required information in a timely manner.
Complete any assigned tasks in a timely manner.
Ask lots of questions. 
Advocate for yourself. 



AgrAbility for Pennsylvanians Project is supported under USDA/NIFA Special Projects 2021-41590-34811 in
collaboration with Penn State Extension. Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences research and extension programs
are funded in part by Pennsylvania counties, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and USDA. Penn State is an equal
opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment opportunities to all qualified
applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin,
disability, or protected veteran status. UCP Central PA assures equal opportunities for all individuals regardless of age,
sex, race, color, religious creed, ancestry, national origin, disability, handicap, sexual preference, life style, political
belief, union membership, limited English proficiency, and any other class of individuals protected from discrimination
under state or federal law. 

Contact AgrAbility PA today to get started. 

AgrAbility PA is a statewide partnership between Penn State Extension and UCP Central PA. Where trade
names appear, no discrimination is intended, and no endorsement by Penn State Extension is implied.
Photos courtesy of Action Trackchair, AgrAbility PA, Bergman Manufacturing, Cab Camera, Cattle Cams,
Disability Work Consulting, Innovative Poultry Products, Jiffy Hitch, John Deere, Kubota, LifeLyfts, Priefert,
Overland Carts, Polaris, Swift Hitch, and Sydell. 

This publication is available in alternate media on request.

Phone: 814-867-5288
Email: agrability@psu.edu
Website: agrabilitypa.org
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LEARN MORE!

Each individual working with AgrAbility & OVR will have a
unique plan & services, here is the general step by step process: 

Contact AgrAbility by phone (814-867-5288), email
(AgrAbilityPA@psu.edu), or website to start the process. 

AgrAbility staff will conduct a primary interview over the phone (alternate
format if needed). You may be referred to OVR for additional services. 

If referred to OVR, review the OVR handbook that will be provided to you in
your welcome packet. 

Contact your local OVR office, request to fill out an application for services. It is
helpful to have your social security number available when applying. Fill out the
application and follow the steps outlined by OVR to submit the application. 

Work with your OVR counselor to provide the required information,
identification, and medical records. Develop a plan for services with your OVR
counselor.

As part of your plan, AgrAbility will provide an on-farm assessment by the
AgrAbility Case Coordinator and an evaluation by an occupational therapist.  
Provide any follow-up needed after the assessment such as completing
assistive technology testing, submitting paperwork, or trying a new routine. 

AgrAbility Case Coordinator will write a recommendation report & provide it to
your OVR counselor. The counselor will review the report with you. OVR will
determine which accommodations can be implemented. OVR will send out bids
& purchase approved items. Continue working with AgrAbility for any additional
assistive technology needs or if more financial assistance is needed. 


